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DA Arrears for Central Government Employees during COVID-19
3638. Shri Anand Bhadauria :
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state :

whether the decision to freeze 18 months dearness allowance and dearness
relief for Central Government employees and pensioners during COVID-19
were taken due to economic disruption and to ease pressure on Government
finances;

if so, whether fiscal condition of the Government is still under pressure and is
on the verge of bankruptcy;

if so, the details thereof and the reasons for failure of the Government to keep
the robust fiscal condition of the country upto the mark which it inherited in
legacy in 2014; and

if not, the time by which the Government would release the arrears of 18
months DA/DR?

Answer

Minister of State in the Ministry of Finance
(Shri Pankaj Chaudhary)
The decision to freeze three instalments of Dearness Allowance (DA) / Dearness
Relief (DR) to Central Government employees / pensioners due from 01.01.2020,
01.07.2020 & 01.01.2021 was taken in the context of COVID-19, which caused

economic disruption, so as to ease pressure on Government finances.

(b)& (c) The fiscal deficit of the Government of India has narrowed from 9.2 per cent in

the Financial Year (FY) 2020-21 to 4.4 per cent in the FY 2025-26 (Budget
Estimates).

The adverse financial impact of pandemic in 2020 and the financing of welfare
measures taken by the Government had a fiscal spill over beyond FY 2020-21.
Therefore, arrears of DA/DR were not considered feasible.
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faf@a g g&aT - 3638

AR, 11 HIwd, 2025/20 H1TT, 1947 (%)

FAS-19 F R Fg TFR & FHARAT F AGIS e HY g7 UMY

3638. it 3meie HSIRA:
&1 fae #A T§ T AT FHaAr HET

()

FIT FIfAS-19 & GRIT &g TWER & AT IR AR & fov 18 7f= &
AL Hcd AR AGIMS T &l Vbl HI A0 3T cgaurer 3R WHRT facd
Ea1d HH F & HROT fo AT IrAT 2T,

I g, af T WER Hr TohNg TafT 313l off carg & § 3R feafomr g &
R W g

afg gf, dF dededt @l &ar § 3R qur i Aviqg T fFRfd @ 39 'R aw
JATT W@ H TSR HT [ThIdr & 7 ROUT § o 39 2014 & fuaa & & o,
3R

Ife g, O WHR 18 AL & JU/AHR HT THAT Hg deoh TR FEM?

W
e usw &= (ot 9er Tlerd)

Fg WHR & FAARI/IUFNEGT S 01.01.2020, 01.07.2020 Ta 01.01.2021 &
ST AEIS Y (SV)/FHEIS T (AR) I et fhedl & Ashet F71 AoTT AfAs-19 &
FROUT 3c0ee] IAFH cgaeuns & T & foram I/ a1 arfs TRT ad 9 ga1d &l
& fFar ST Tl

(@) Td () R WHR & AohNg °rer adr af 2020-21 & 9.2 gfaed @@ geaw

(%)

fadir a¥ 2025-26 (So1c 3AE) #H 4.4 gfaid g I gl

a¥ 2020 # HEAR & Ufdhel o usid 3R AHR GaRT 37T T FHoAI0THRI
3T & faadivor &1 Tee AR o a¥ 2020-21 @ 3mer Y SR @11 safa,
AT/AR T THRT oI STIERT FAdT JHST AT
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