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(Commercial Circular No. 08 of 2026)

No.TC-1I/2003/2025/Refund rule (Part 3) New Delhi, dated 19.01.2026

The General Managers,
All Zonal Railways.

Sub: Introduction of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat II
Express with rationalised refund provision-reg.

Ref:- (i) Board’s letter of even number dated 15.01.2026.
(ii) Commercial Circular 65 of 2015.

157 In continuation of letter under reference (i) for advance intimation on the
above subject, rationalised refund rule for Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and
Amrit Bharat II Express to be implemented w.e.f 16.01.2026, has been
published vide G.S.R. 41(E) dated 16.01.2026. A copy of notification both in
English and Hindi version is enclosed herewith. The same is also available on
the website of Department of Publication, Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs under link https://egazette.gov.in. Further, copy of the circular has
also been uploaded under the head Commercial Circular on Indian Railway
website https://indianrailways.gov.in.

2: Apart from above, interim instructions issued like CC no. 06 of 2019 and CC
18 of 2023 and other such instructions issued from time to time shall also be
applicable for these trains.

3. Wide publicity should be given through media at regular intervals and the
same may also be displayed prominently at all stations at
booking/reservation counters. Action should also be taken to make changes
in Passenger Information Systems at all places including Enquiry office,
website of zonal railways etc.

4, In case of any disparity in English and Hindi version, the English version shall

prevail.
19 \_QL)LL

(Praveen Kumar)
Director Passenger Marketing (Co-ordination)
Railway Board

Encl. DA as above.
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No.TC-I11/2003/2025/Refund rule (Part 3) New Delhi, dated 19.01.2026
Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

CEO& CRB, M(O&BD), Member Finance, Railway Board for information.
EDPG/MR, OSD/MR, JDPG/MoSR(S), Office of MoSR(R) for information.
PED/Vig, PED/A, EDTC(R), EDFC Railway Board for information.

MD, Centre for Railway Information System (CRIS), Chanakyapuri, near
National Rail Museum, New Delhi for necessary Software changes.

5. MD, IRCTC, 11th Floor, Statesmans House, B-148, Barakhambha Road, New

PN

Delhi-110 001.

6. Managing Director, Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd, Belapur Bhavan, Plot no.
6, Sector 11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai- 400 014.

P General Secretary, IRCA, Chelmsford Road, New Delhi for issue of necessary

correction slips to Coaching Tariff.

(Praveen Kumar)
Director Passenger Marketing (Co-ordination)
Railway Board
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No. 41] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026/PAUSHA 26, 1947
ECREISE
(GEEIS)

T2 faeett, 16 STa<T, 2026

Tr.H.A. 41(3).— F0= T, & Ata=ay, 1989 (1989 1 24) #t &m=T 60 FY ITLTRT (2) F
T () F AT T(5d ITETT (1) T T&T ATRAT T TIRT Fd g4 AT I AT (e TR0 3w g
&1 gfder) fHaw, 2015 F7 37 Fqerad w2 & foru Feferfaa faw aardt 2, s

1. (1) = A9t &1 Sferd a8 ¥ Ft (fEdhe TR n 3T T &1 TiaerT) gemrad a9, 2026 2 |
(2) T AEE 16 ST, 2026 F TATAT Gl |

2. 3 AT (feehe T &Y T 7 wiaem) F=m, 2015 (58 2891 T8 T47q 37 99 gl 47 3)
& e 6 % 3u-fA9w (3) % waq Meferfed 3v-fAaw sia:wafa g STosr, srriq—
“(4) FF AT TAIT THFAYE K AT |, iR B aet gy ar e giafaty awr qega fowe
TEIHLOT g T 6T SATaT &, T TR 5 F TEI<07 T 6l Feldt F o TET AT Sraard
fHermeTe T STt —

349 GI/2026 (1)
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(F)  FfT fewe ToEmET & Faa Team 99T § 9897 6§ AfE 99T IF WA 8q
TEIT TRAT STTAT 8, AT TEIHOT THTY FohTT T 9 giaerd grm
(@  Ffe e YeEmEt & A To A 99T § Gg9 He § AF AT U T A A1 6
T TEHTOT g Yo FAT STTaT 8, a7 TEERoT YA 36T &7 a=me sfaerd g
(M =T fewe @TET F REd T 99 | 91 0 F #H 60T § T g TEd
T sTaT €, v s o shaer 3 98t gnin
“(5) = AT & qfae Rt a1 & 2 g0 W, STl Fal |l TEIH0T THIX F Iooi@ AT 4T &,
Tl d< ATLT TA AT TFTIH & [Ehel o AT | IT-HI7 (4) H Ieated o THE a8 g1
3. 3 A=t & e 8 #, 3v) Maw-7) % wanq Referfaa w&iqs sia:eamfua B Sosm, srriq—
“qiq 98 & ¢ LT AT TEFTIE & {9 H, TTe TeTET & Faq Teme 997 8 o1e 5 9@ aF
foohe T TEIH20T T51 To6AT AT 31 SMaT SIeTelY SiidTed aIEed dgl #f s al, I UH femel 1%
et ot e T foreraT wiaers =& 98t gt
4, 3<% et & g 11 §,—
(F) ST-FFFm (1) F @ (i) ®, “STEaTeg 97 9Teal & €I 97 “qTiRefa, aa AT T 9T UayE
T T AT || T F AT | T8 6 AAAT A7 LT 6 AT H, TZATA =
9Teq ¥ SO |
(@) sSu-f=m (2) F @2 (i) H, “Tearehie 927 oreal & w1 9¥ “qurRgfa, a9 9 whuT v
T T AT || T F AT | T8 6 AAAT AT LT 6 ATHA H, AZATA =
9Teq ¥ ST
5. 3<% (et & e 23 % wearq Meferfaa e siaeerfaa B ST, sreriq—
“24. g WTT TG THH [T 77 IUSET /T AN AT —
= et # st Iated & e, = 1, Faw 2, Faw 3, faw 4, Maw 6, e 7, g 8,
e 10, e 11, w12, e 13, B 14, B 15, B 16, Fag 17, Bag 18, Fag
19, 7w 21, [FTw 22 Tt F9w 23 F I9a, fede Ft TTeafa storiq Famedta, eFa fefe ar
TATAT-T=T T, & SAqATE AR gV
25, s9q AT || TFE & g Suee.— 9T 9 || TEsE F7 Aierd [fFe, F9 9 T 1Y
TS 6 SALEd [eahe I AN HIHi T 97iEd ghm:
g T T o1 AT || v #7 seterd fewe, =9 et % a5 % S g ot gem”

[®T. 7. S#1-11/2003/2025/fa=ma 7= ( 9mT)3)]
forerg grFaT, FEFET e (= o)

feroqor:— e fRTw AT 3 T, ST, W 1, W 3, IUET (i) # At et ar.arn. A, 836(31),
ARG 4 FaF, 2015 FIT TR 617 70 )
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 16th January, 2026

G.S.R. 41(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) read with clause (b) of sub-section (2)
of section 60 of the Railways Act, 1989 (24 of 1989), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, further
to amend the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Rules, 2015, namely:—

1. (1) These rules may be called the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Amendment
Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force with effect from 16™ day of January, 2026.

2. In the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Rules, 2015 (hereinafter referred to as the said
rules), in rule 6, after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rules shall be inserted, namely: —
“(4) In the case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express, if a confirmed ticket is presented by the passenger or his
representative for cancellation, the refund of fare shall be made after deducting cancellation charges from the fare
as follows:—
(a) if the ticket is presented for cancellation more than seventy-two hours in advance of the scheduled
departure of the train, the cancellation charge shall be twenty five per cent. of the fare.
(b) if the ticket is presented for cancellation between seventy-two hours and upto eight hours before the
scheduled departure of the train, the cancellation charge shall be fifty per cent. of the fare.
(c) if the ticket is presented for cancellation in less than eight hours of the scheduled departure of the
train, no refund shall be granted.
(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, wherever cancellation charges have been mentioned, the
cancellation charges mentioned in sub-rule (4) shall be applicable in the case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express
tickets.”.
3. In the said rules, in rule 8, after sub-rule (7), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: —
“Provided that in case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express, no refund of fare shall be admissible on the
tickets in case the ticket is not cancelled or TDR not filed online upto eight hours before the scheduled
departure of the train.”.

4. In the said rules, in rule 11, -

(a) in sub-rule (1), in clause (i), for the words “forty-eight hours”, the words “seventy-two hours in case of
Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat II Express or forty-eight hours in case of other trains,
as the case may be” shall be substituted.

(b) in sub-rule (2), in clause (i), for the words “forty-eight hours”, the words “seventy-two hours in case of
Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat I Express or forty-eight hours in case of other trains,
as the case may be” shall be substituted.

5. In the said rules, after rule 23, the following rules shall be inserted, namely:—

“24. Application of other provisions for Vande Bharat Sleeper Express. — Except as otherwise provided in these

rules, the provisions of rules 1, 2, 3,4, 6,7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22 and rule 23 shall be

applicable as per status of the ticket whether confirmed ticket or wait-listed ticket, as the case may be.

25. Provisions for Amrit Bharat II Express. - The reserved ticket of Amrit Bharat II Express shall be governed

by the rules as are applicable to the reserved ticket of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express:

Provided that the unreserved ticket of Amrit Bharat II Express shall be governed by the provisions of

rule 5 of these rules.”.
[F. No. TC-11/2003/2025/Refund rule (Part 3)]
SHIVENDRA SHUKLA, Executive Director (Passenger Marketing)

Note: - The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (i),
vide notification number G.S.R. 836(E) dated the 4™ November, 2015.
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