
भारत सरकार GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

रेल मंत्रालय MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

रेलवे बोर्ड RAILWAY BOARD
*****

(Commercial Circular No. 08 of 2026)

No.TC-II/2003/2025/Refund rule (Part 3)

The General Managers,

All Zonal Railways.

1.

New Delhi, dated 19.01.2026

Sub: Introduction of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat

Express with rationalised refund provision-reg.

Ref:- (i) Board's letter of even number dated 15.01.2026.

(ii) Commercial Circular 65 of 2015.

II

In continuation of letter under reference (i) for advance intimation on the

above subject, rationalised refund rule for Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and

Amrit Bharat II Express to be implemented w.e.f 16.01.2026, has been

published vide G.S.R. 41(E) dated 16.01.2026. A copy of notification both in

English and Hindi version is enclosed herewith. The same is also available on

the website of Department of Publication, Ministry of Housing and Urban

Affairs under link https://egazette.gov.in. Further, copy of the circular has

also been uploaded under the head Commercial Circular on Indian Railway

website https://indianrailways.gov.in.

2. Apart from above, interim instructions issued like CC no. 06 of 2019 and СС

18 of 2023 and other such instructions issued from time to time shall a
lso be

applicable for these trains.

3. Wide publicity should be given through media at regular intervals and the

same may also be displayed prominently at all stations at

booking/reservation counters. Action should also be taken to make changes

in Passenger Information Systems at all places including Enquiry office,

website of zonal railways etc.

4. In case of any disparity in English and Hindi version, the English version shall

prevail.

Encl. DA as above.

(Praveen Kumar)

Director Passenger Marketing (Co-ordination)

Railway Board

2/-
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New Delhi, dated 19.01.2026

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

1. CEO& CRB, M(O&BD), Member Finance, Railway Board for information.
2. EDPG/MR, OSD/MR, JDPG/MoSR(S), Office of MoSR(R) for information.

3. PED/Vig, PED/A, EDTC(R), EDFC Railway Board for information.
4. MD, Centre for Railway Information System (CRIS), Chanakyapuri, near

National Rail Museum, New Delhi for necessary Software changes.

5. MD, IRCTC, 11th Floor, Statesmans House, B-148, Barakhambha Road, New
Delhi-110 001.

6. Managing Director, Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd, Belapur Bhavan, Plot no.

6, Sector 11, CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai- 400 014.

7. General Secretary, IRCA, Chelmsford Road, New Delhi for issue of necessary

correction slips to Coaching Tariff.

Aata2e
(Praveen Kumar)

Director Passenger Marketing (Co-ordination)
Railway Board
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असाधारण  

EXTRAORDINARY 

भाग II—खण् ड 3—उप-खण् ड (i)   

PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (i) 

प्राजधकार स ेप्रकाजित 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 
 

रेल मतं्रालय 

(रेलव ेबोडड) 

अजधसचूना 

नई दिल्ली, 16 िनवरी, 2026 

 सा.का.जन. 41(अ).— कें द्रीय सरकार, रेल अजधजनयम, 1989 (1989 का 24) की धारा 60 की उपधारा (2) के 

खंड (ख) के साथ पठित उपधारा (1) द्वारा प्रित्त िजियों का प्रयोग करत ेहुए और रेल यात्री (ठिकि रद्दीकरण और दकराए 

का प्रजतिाय) जनयम, 2015 का और संिोधन करने के जलए जनम्नजलजखत जनयम बनाती ह,ै अथाडत्:--- 

1. (1) इन जनयमों का संजिप्त नाम रेल यात्री (ठिकि रद्दीकरण और दकराए का प्रजतिाय) संिोधन जनयम, 2026 ह ै।  

(2) य ेतारीख 16 िनवरी, 2026 से प्रभावी होंगे । 

2. रेल यात्री (ठिकि रद्दीकरण और दकराए का प्रजतिाय) जनयम, 2015 (जिसे इसमें इसके पश्चात ्उि जनयम कहा गया ह)ै 

के जनयम 6 के उप-जनयम (3) के पश्चात ्जनम्नजलजखत उप-जनयम अंतःस्ट्थाजपत दकए िाएंग,े अथाडत्:— 

“(4) वंिे भारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रसे के मामल ेमें, यदि दकसी यात्री द्वारा या उसके प्रजतजनजध द्वारा पुजिकृत ठिकि 

रद्दीकरण हतेु प्रस्ट्तुत दकया िाता है, तो दकराए में से रद्दीकरण प्रभार की किौती करने के पश्चात् दकराया प्रजतिाय 

जनम्नानुसार की िाएगी:— 

स.ं   41] नई दिल्ली, िुक्रवार, िनवरी  16, 2026/पौष  26, 1947  

No. 41] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY,  JANUARY 16, 2026/PAUSHA 26, 1947  
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(क)  यदि ठिकि रेलगाडी के जनयत प्रस्ट्थान समय से बहत्तर घंिे से अजधक समय पूवड रद्दीकरण हते ु

प्रस्ट्तुत दकया िाता ह,ै तो रद्दीकरण प्रभार दकराए का पच्चीस प्रजतित होगा। 

(ख)  यदि ठिकि रेलगाडी के जनयत प्रस्ट्थान समय से बहत्तर घंिे से लेकर आि घंिे तक की अवजध के 

भीतर रद्दीकरण हते ुप्रस्ट्तुत दकया िाता ह,ै तो रद्दीकरण प्रभार दकराए का पचास प्रजतित होगा। 

(ग)  यदि ठिकि रेलगाडी के जनयत प्रस्ट्थान समय से आि घंिे से कम समय में रद्दीकरण हते ुप्रस्ट्ततु 

दकया िाता ह,ै तो कोई दकराया प्रजतिाय िेय नहीं होगी।” 

“(5) इन जनयमों में अंतर्वडि दकसी बात के होत ेहुए भी, िहााँ कहीं भी रद्दीकरण प्रभार का उल्लेख दकया गया ह,ै 

वहााँ वंिे भारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रसे के ठिकिों के मामल ेमें उप-जनयम (4) में उजल्लजखत रद्दीकरण प्रभार लागू होंगे।” 

3. उि जनयमों के जनयम 8 में, उप -जनयम  ) 7) के पश्चात् जनम्नजलजखत परंतुक अंतःस्ट्थाजपत दकया िाएगा, अथाडत—् 

“परंत ुयह दक वंिे भारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रेस के मामले में, यदि रेलगाडी के जनयत प्रस्ट्थान समय से आि घंिे पूवड तक 

ठिकि का रद्दीकरण नहीं दकया गया हो अथवा िीडीआर ऑनलाइन िाजखल नहीं की गई हो, तो ऐसे ठिकिों पर 

दकसी भी प्रकार की दकराया प्रजतिाय स्ट्वीकायड नहीं होगी।” 

4. उि जनयमों के जनयम 11 में,— 

(क)  उप-जनयम (1) के खंड (i) में, “अडतालीस घंिे” िब्िों के स्ट्थान पर “यथाजस्ट्थजत, वंि ेभारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रेस 

और अमृत भारत II एक्सप्रेस के मामल ेमें बहत्तर घंिे अथवा अन्य रेलगाजडयों के मामले में, अडतालीस घंिे” 

िब्ि रखे िाएंग े। 

(ख)  उप-जनयम (2) के खंड (i) में, “अडतालीस घंिे” िब्िों के स्ट्थान पर “यथाजस्ट्थजत, वंि ेभारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रेस 

और अमृत भारत II एक्सप्रेस के मामल ेमें बहत्तर घंिे अथवा अन्य रेलगाजडयों के मामले में, अडतालीस घंिे” 

िब्ि रखे िाएंग।े 

5. उि जनयमों के जनयम 23 के पश्चात ्जनम्नजलजखत जनयम अतंःस्ट्थाजपत दकए िाएंगे, अथाडत—् 

“24. विं ेभारत स्ट्लीपर एक्सप्रसे के जलए अन्य उपबधंों का लाग ुहोना.— 

इन जनयमों में अन्यथा उपबंजधत के जसवाय, जनयम 1, जनयम 2, जनयम 3, जनयम 4, जनयम 6, जनयम 7, जनयम 8, 

जनयम 10, जनयम 11, जनयम 12, जनयम 13, जनयम 14, जनयम 15, जनयम 16, जनयम 17, जनयम 18, जनयम 

19, जनयम 21, जनयम 22 तथा जनयम 23 के उपबंध, ठिकि की प्राजस्ट्थजत अथाडत ्यथाजस्ट्थजत, पुजिकृत ठिकि या 

प्रतीिा-सूची ठिकि, के अनुसार लागू होंगे। 

25. अमतृ भारत II एक्सप्रसे के जलए उपबधं.— अमृत भारत II एक्सप्रेस का आरजित ठिकि, वंि ेभारत स्ट्लीपर 

एक्सप्रेस के आरजित ठिकि पर लाग ूजनयमों द्वारा िाजसत होगा: 

परंत ुयह दक अमृत भारत II एक्सप्रेस का अनारजित ठिकि, इन जनयमों के जनयम 5 के उपबंधों द्वारा िाजसत होगा।” 

 [फा. स. िीसी-II/2003/2025/प्रजतिाय जनयम ( )भाग 3)] 

जिवेन्द्र िुक्ला, कायडकारी जनििेक )यात्री जवपणन (  

ठिप्पण :— मुख्य जनयम भारत के रािपत्र, असाधारण, भाग II, खंड 3, उपखंड (i) में अजधसूचना संख्या सा.का.जन. 836(अ), 

तारीख 4 नवम्बर, 2015 द्वारा प्रकाजित दकए गए थ।े  
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

(Railway Board) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 16th January, 2026 

 G.S.R. 41(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) read with clause (b) of sub-section (2) 

of section 60 of the Railways Act, 1989 (24 of 1989), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, further 

to amend the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Rules, 2015, namely:– 

1. (1) These rules may be called the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Amendment 

Rules, 2026. 

(2) They shall come into force with effect from 16th day of January, 2026. 

 

2. In the Railway Passengers (Cancellation of Ticket and Refund of Fare) Rules, 2015 (hereinafter referred to as the said 

rules), in rule 6, after sub-rule (3), the following sub-rules shall be inserted, namely: – 

“(4) In the case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express, if a confirmed ticket is presented by the passenger or his 

representative for cancellation, the refund of fare shall be made after deducting cancellation charges from the fare 

as follows:– 

(a)  if the ticket is presented for cancellation more than seventy-two hours in advance of the scheduled 

departure of the train, the cancellation charge shall be twenty five per cent. of the fare. 

 (b)  if the ticket is presented for cancellation between seventy-two hours and upto eight hours before the 

scheduled departure of the train, the cancellation charge shall be fifty per cent. of the fare. 

(c)  if the ticket is presented for cancellation in less than eight hours of the scheduled departure of the 

train, no refund shall be granted. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, wherever cancellation charges have been mentioned, the 

cancellation charges mentioned in sub-rule (4) shall be applicable in the case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express 

tickets.”. 

3. In the said rules, in rule 8, after sub-rule (7), the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: – 

 “Provided that in case of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express, no refund of fare shall be admissible on the 

tickets in case the ticket is not cancelled or TDR not filed online upto eight hours before the scheduled 

departure of the train.”. 

4. In the said rules, in rule 11, - 

(a)   in sub-rule (1), in clause (i), for the words “forty-eight hours”, the words “seventy-two hours in case of 

Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat II Express or forty-eight hours in case of other trains, 

as the case may be” shall be substituted. 

(b)  in sub-rule (2), in clause (i), for the words “forty-eight hours”, the words “seventy-two hours in case of 

Vande Bharat Sleeper Express and Amrit Bharat II Express or forty-eight hours in case of other trains, 

as the case may be” shall be substituted. 

5. In the said rules, after rule 23, the following rules shall be inserted, namely:– 

“24. Application of other provisions for Vande Bharat Sleeper Express. – Except as otherwise provided in these 

rules, the provisions of rules 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22 and rule 23 shall be 

applicable as per status of the ticket whether confirmed ticket or wait-listed ticket, as the case may be. 

25. Provisions for Amrit Bharat II Express. - The reserved ticket of Amrit Bharat II Express shall be governed 

by the rules as are applicable to the reserved ticket of Vande Bharat Sleeper Express: 

 Provided that the unreserved ticket of Amrit Bharat II Express shall be governed by the provisions of 

rule 5 of these rules.”. 

 [F. No. TC-II/2003/2025/Refund rule (Part 3)] 

SHIVENDRA SHUKLA, Executive Director (Passenger Marketing)  

 

Note: - The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (i), 

vide notification number G.S.R. 836(E) dated the 4th November, 2015.  
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